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A LINE O' CHEER
(Wikiehin rpsIdly for The Wasington BrM.d)

By Joln Kendriek Dane.

TRUE COURAGE.
I have no admiration great.
For courage in that human wight.

Who dwells in such a strengthful state
That everybody fears his might.

But for the puny little chap,
Who knows he's licked ere he begins,

Yet calmly faces that mishap-
His nerve my admiration wins.

His Is the courage true and tried;
His is the nerve that made man free

Rather than his whose chenty pride
Dazzles the eye with majesty.

ornrright. 191.

A good many efficiency experts turn
out to be deficiency novices.

President Wilson Is still writing
notes. But there are notes-and notes.

Austria can see defeat. we are told.
Nor do they have to strain their
eyes.

From where we sit the best thing
that most food experts do is to ad-
vise other people to eat shark's meat.

There is a warrant out for William
Travers Jerome. Wonder how he will
feel answering tuestions instead of
asking then

This is Iahor Day. Forget for a
while all other things and give a
little thought to the real meaning of
the da'>

Why don't the pacifists try Phila-
delphia? They might be able to sneak
in there arl get away before they
are discovered.

"Spain Is Tottering on the Brink of
War," says a headline- Well there Is
only one safe place to fall and that's
with the allies.

The People's Council show unlooked
for wisdom in ahandoning their con-
vention. We thank them for the bles-
Ing.

We were some time getting into this
war. but now that we are in they
are all looking to "Prexy" Wilson as

spokesman.

Bernard Shaw has emerted from his
seclusion in warm praise of the Presi-
dent's mes.;.ge to the Pope. Which
just about makes it unanimous.

According to dipatches from Rome.
the Pope is surprised at Wilson's mes-

sage and in it aees a hope of peace.
The hope is there and it lies in just
the conditions that the President
plainly lays down.

The greatest patriotic demortration
ever held in Washington is promised
tomorrow. If you are not in line be
sure you are on the sidelines giving
a cheering to those who are going to
fight for yo.

If Col. Reichmann is guilty of pro-
Germanism by having defended the
sinking of the Lusitania, %s is alleged,
it is betrayt -z no great secret to say
that many o:her army ofticers have
done the same thing in the past. They
are not doing it now, of c 'urse.

WAR! WAR! WAR!
Mr. Johnson. of California-
The call to war has been variously

described. I read you from a recent
poem, which expresses. I think, with
a virility no modern American poet
yet has approached, this call:

Far and near, high and clear.
Hark to the call of war!

Over the gorse and the golden dells,
Ringing and swinging of clamorous

bella.
Praying and saying of wild fare-

wells-
War! War! War!

High and low, all must go;
Hark to the shout of war!

Leave to the women the harvest
yield;

Gird ye. men. for the sinister field:
A maber instead of a scythe to

wield-
War! War: War!

Rich and poor, lord and boor.
Hark to the blast of war!

Tinker and tailor and millionaire,
Actor in triumph and priest in

prayer.
Comrades now In the hell out there,

Siweep to the fire of war!

Prince and page. lot and sage,
Hark to the roar of war!

Poet, professor, and circus clown,
Chimney sweeper and fop o' the

town.
Into the pot and be melted down,

Into the pot of war.

Women alL. hear the call.
The pitiless call of war!

Look your last on your acrest oe,
Brothers and hust~ands, fa .:irs, sons.
Swift they go to the ravenous guns.

The os eso war.

The FPd Awab.
Afer the eereeneoe In the 801th-

west M .turday night the Oia
be no further doubt of the eondl-
tions that este there. Whoa bun-
dreds of soldiers onagregate in -n0
section there is something drawing
them to that seetten. In this caMe
it i the wide-epen aspect of the
place.
The police department makes a

tacit admlasmles that they are unable
to cope with the situation in the
fact that on Saturday night a platobe
iof soldiers armed with rifles were
called to assist the police in guard
lng the section. At 3:30 o'clock yeo-
terday morning these soldiers to-
gether with policemen were guard-
Ing Four-and-a-Half street at Mary-
land avenue.
Ma$. Pullman announced last night

th4 the police department would
pay the expenses of any private in-
veetigations that would bring prool
for arrests and convictions of vio-
lations of the law In the section
Maj. Pullman also admitted that
open solicitation and the selling of
intoxicants to soldiers and sailors
had been going on.
The Washington Herald knows

that it is still going on and until
drastic measures are adopted for the
cleaning up of this section. the city
will be constantly in danger of riots
such as broke out yesterday morn-
Ing.
An afternoon paper quotes Maj.

Pullman as saying that he did not
believe that there would be any
race riots in Washington. We hope
not, but it will take more than a
mere statement from our polict Aief
to prevent them.

If Secretaries Daniels and Baker
would take the same steps in Wash-
ington that were taken in other
cities a good bit of the danger
would be eliminated. With hundreds
of soldiers carrying revolvers in a
section where they are able to get
intoxicants, trouble is bound to fol-
low.
The captain of the Fourth pre-

cinct is also quoted as saying that
they would be prepared for such
occurrences on next Saturday night.
The Washington Herald has been
trying to get them to prepare for
more than a week, but we are glad
that they have at last awakened to
the seriousness of the situation and
will take adequate measures to pre-
vent its repetition.

Labor in the War.
Labor Day has always been an im-

portant holiday on the American
calendar; today-the first war Labor
Day, and perhaps the last-is more
significant than any of its predeces-
sors.

American labor today stands higher
as a political force, as a moral force.
as a dominant influence in the nation's
councils. than ever before. It has
had wise leadership. and a splendid
morale.
German gold has been active in the

ranks of labor, but the net harvest
of the bribery has been pitifully
small. Where are the strikes which
threatened us? Where the sabotage.
the bomb outrages. and the what-nots
that the I. W. W. were going to
tumble over our heads? They have
been so few that the nation has paid
no serious attention to them.
Labor has had-as we have said-

extremely intelligent leader.hip,. and
it has assumed its war burden glor-
lotely. Pacifists and alien influences
have concentrated their fire upon the
rank and tile, but without any effeot
whatsoever. Samuel Gompers has
been one of the greatest war forces
in the country. There has never
been any question about where he
stood, nor any question as to whether
labor should whole-heartedly support
the President in the tremendous task
he has assumed.
Therefore Labor Day. 1917. means a

great deal more to the United States
than any of its pred.,cessors. It gives
organized labor a new standing in the
land. It is a national holiday in the
true sense of the word, and on thou-

sands of rostrums today new pledges
of fealty to the war program will
be given.
If Germany wants to plumb the real

war spirit of America. she can do
nothing better than to watch the
celebration of labor today. That
will be sufficient answer to her cher-
ished hopes that her busy propagan-
dists have found a fertile field for
their poisons among the workers and
toilers of the United States.

Deective Ammunitiom Again.
Obviously, when one-third of the am-

munition furnished a small expeil-
tionary force is defective, criticism,
and just criticIsm. is acing to be ley-
eled at the War Department.
Obviously, when the Committee on

Public Information-whose duty it is
to keep the public informed on such
important developments as this--per-
mits itself to be "scooped" by a
newspaper correspondent on the item,
and then sheepishly admits the ac-
curacy of the story, there is room for
even more criticism from the news-
paper point of view.
The public will be mainly concerned

to know how it is that American army
ammunition is "doped;" waiether it is
true that 'enemy agents are working
in American arsenals. as, charged;
whether the powers that be in the
War Department are attempting to
evade this issue of disloyalty among
its employes and its personnel.
"The chemical industry of the coun-

try is still to a very larga extent
in the bands of enemy aliens." says
the New York Tribune. Eividently.
When fully One-third of the small rifle
ammunition furnished Pershing's men
proved to be worthless, it is quite evi-
dent that "enemy aliens" cr some-
body equally bad is on the job.
This _alarming exposure will be con-

doned, because It will have to be eon-
doned; the public has no choice in
the matter, storm and l'rotest as it
wilL. But the esential question is:
Is it going to recur In the future?
Is our big army of 'next summer ioing
to be plentifully supplied with this
sort of "doped" stugf? It is up to
Secretary of War Baker to find .'ut,

as he is responsible to the public. He

should spare nebedy, net even army

aeesas whom he ea
3eth te am.. d ....v hoe. a

lample warning about defective am-
munition. The last time The Ierild
spoke about "defective amn.uniltion
It got into a row with Mr. Creel about
it because its criticism, It was al-
leged. was misdirected. But here it
is again. It Ehould be stopped with-
cut further ado.

HOLLAND LETTER
The Biggest Daly

Fiaa.cia- News Feature of
the Conatry's Best Newspapers.

The latest tvailable figures that re-
rort the ton nileage of the iailroaasl
In Great Britain, France, Russia.
Austria and Germany at the begin-
ning of the European war fix the
amount at 120,24.e10. In 114 the inn
mileage in the 'nited States was al-
moat exactly 271,000i)t. In 19t5 it in-
creasfd slightly but in 1916 the ton
milnge in the United States was 339.-
"2.(i. This is an inrease over the
mileage of 191- of 21 per cent. lArge
as this increase is the Railroad War
board at Washinuton is able to con-
template now an increase of ton
mileage in 1917 at the rate of 44 per
cent over the mileage of 1911. This;
increase will e hetter understood;
when it is satlI that it will be at the
rate of 12%,5.16 ton miles, or some-
what in excess of the total ton mile-
age in the European countries before
the war began. As there has been
no increase in railway construction
in Great Britain or uporn the con-
tinent of Europe sin e 1'111 it can he

reasonahly assumed that the total
now stands at 120" ui4which is about
0,100 less than the rale of increase

in ton mileage in the UnIted States
for the single year 1917.
These statistics contain the best

possible evidence of the efficiency
made pnssille through the co-ordina-
tion and co-operation of the railroads
of the United States under the dI-
rection of an executive committee of
which Fairfax Harrison is chairman
and] Howard Elliott. Hale Htolden,
Julius Krittachnitt and Samuel Rea
are associate members and DanieI
Willard is exofficio a member. When
it Is borne in mind that the Railway
War board was established early in
the spring and that while It has no
mandatory authority, nevertheless it
has the support of the Federal gov-
ernment. then an excellent idea can
beA obtained of what co-ordination
and u1nifleation for certain purposes
of the railway systems of the United
States can aceomplish. The Railway
War board baa been able to achieve
this extraordlnary success because it
hss had a free hand and has per-
fected simple propositIons without
any legIslative or governmental In-
terference.
Some of the members of the Raii-

way War Board in private or in-
formal converstion with their frIends
have said that the increase in capacity
(of which increase an additional ton
mileage for 19117 over the previous
year represenltmc the aggregate ton
mileage of Great Britain and the
European countries Is perhaps the
best evIdence), Is the result of per-
omIttIng the owners of the railroads&
and their managers to go ahead with
all their energy, without beIng di-
verted as they have been in the past,by embarrassments occasioned by
certain State and Federal regulation.

OPHELIA'S SLATE.
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The work already accnmplIshed by
this Railway War Board is regarded
as sufficient proof that piivate owner-
ship of the railroads of the United
tates can most successfully meet

the great problems of transportation
which are to arise after the warl
providri only there he wise and ex-
ert tregulation of the railroads and

-. spirit of co-operation manifested
by the public.
Recently Frank A. Vanderlip is re-

ported to have said at Chicago that
the first steps toward government
ownership of the railroads have been
taken, but in this view members of
the Railway War Board do not agree.
They are persuaded that what they
have already accomplished and these
other things they expect to accom-
plish will make it clear that private
ownership and wise management
guided by sane regulation will produce
btter results than government owner-
hip could.

A Great Crisis Already Met.
Some of the members of the Rati-

way War Board are familar from per-
-nal exierience with conditions ti
the Northwebt and have been aware
that the situation there is very
critical because there Is scarcity of
coal. toward Elliott, for instance,
who when picsident of the Northern
Pacific Railroad spent ten winters in
the Northwest, has accurate knowl-

edge of the severity of the winter
season in Minnesota, Wisennsin, and
the two Dpkotas. Early in the sum-
ner the attention of the Railwav War
Hoard was formally brought to the
situation respecting coal shortage in
the Northwest and to the imperatlive
need of ro handling the problem as
to relieve this shortage. It was de-
ided. for instance. to organize an as-
sociation known as the Lake Erft
Bituminous Coal exchange.
The purpose of this organization was

the expediting of the movement of
coal through the Lakes to the north-
west. The organization had already
justified its formation for it has been
very helpful. Furthermore by the ad-
vsce of the Railway War Board the

A WORKINGM2
By CLINTON

I am the blind giant.
I am a part of the incomprehensible
I am the man who first conceived t
My hands fashioned its rude shears 4
I raise the grain that feeds the arm

And I walk to and fro throughc

The Master rubs the Lamp.
I build factories and mills and pal.
My children toil and sweat in his se
I delve deep in the earth and mine

kInd dominion over brutes.
I build roads of atone and steel, at

that divide the mountains.
I build great ships and sail them 0t

int port laden with treasure an'
Without my loyalty to Mastership, il

from the earth.
And still I feel the goad
Of human needs and bend bene.

The Master rubs the Ring.
I fight the battles of the king.
At his command. I wound and slay
I dive beneath the waters of the se;

I have built.
The fabled powers of Jove are mi

ftse skies.
I drive my car among the clouds ant
Beside me the grim reaper sits and
As-I hurl thunderbolts of death and
Upon the chidre; of the land-for I
Then back on earth, creeping and
By dyke and trench, a thing of filth
I wait the dreaded houzr to sally fcr
Sated with scenes of carnage and au
I envy the felon his prison life and

I am a creature who feela
Upon his neck the crush of iror

I have made the lIghtning my messe
I speak across continents and seasi

Pentecost of War.
Laisten! a message to you. 0 fellow-'

"Thy brother's blood criethi unt
iasten! a mnessag.. to you, ye rulers

"Thou shalt not kill."
.A.4d above the awful raging of the
I hear Voices saying, "Peace, be snti
"Fie the weeping of the Mothers ant
'ITs the broken-hearted sisters cryli
Rut when I speak the word. war si

The scales are falling from Mia
E thigh I .ee a light erte,

Z4

railroads ordered the Immediate returr
to the lines whieh served the Lake
ports of all of their self-clearing coal
cars, of shich t here was much need
Co-operation was by mid-August sc
successful thait it was possible to fore.
,.ast considerable relief to the situa-
titon. Co-operation made it possible
to load into boats atr Lake Erie porti
by mid-August nearly 12.000,000 tons ol
coal. That, however, was not hall
enough completely to assure thq
northwest that it was not In dangei
of coal shortage. There remain trorr
the first of September about fourteer
weeks when Lake naviations Ib
uaually open. In that time there must
be loaded And moved to the NLrhAtk
1-ort,0o additional tons of coal. A
variety of causes have made it not
sible already to transport coal frorr
Lake Erie ports to the head of Lake
Superior to the extent that is neces-
sary. Therefore It mnvital that reliel
be at once secured sinc e fuel for
domeste consumption In the great
northwest is chiefly supplien throug
Duluth and contiguous ports. Therf
may he a shortage of coal of fror

3.00.00 to ,nLO ntons, but this ear

be overcome In the opinion of the
Railway War Board if the Federa:
government sees to It that coal pro-

ducers sell a reasonable proportion e

their total output in such manner as

to make it possible to moe it through

the Lakes.
The Railway War Board is con-

virced that it a of vital national im-

portance that an adequate supply ol
fuel for the northwest be secured, for

unless the fuel can be placed there

prir to the close of the navigatior

ther will inevitably he a reduction next

year In the food supply produced r
that region and In the iron ore ship
ped down the Lakes. This is one ol
t he problems to which the Railway
WarBoard is now giving very seionus

consideration but if this board had
njot been organized and permitted t<
operate with a free hand the fuel yup
ply shortage in the northwest this
winter would have created a Ituation
of the utmost gravity. iOLrNDi
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the se=ral said he was nme of the
oolet under are and oeosasso.s and
untiring in his aninistratlea te the
bleaes." At schedl. It manM, he used
to shy when a0e ben of a foot-
ball player elbowed og the walk
and when he was hand he alunk af
and wept.
He liked to read the works of Mat-
tw Arnold instead of Kipling or

Waiter Camp. He never wore garters
and his aocks were always around his
ankles, and sometimes he would reach
down and pull them up in chapel, in
class, or anywhere.
He was a freak. He went in for

debating, for easay writing and other
unmanly things, and he even wrote
poetry and took a prime in Greek. He
didn't care for girls and he never
smoked in dormitories after the lights
were out.
And he never dared to sneak down

the fre-escape at night and take a

trolley ride to sit In at the Dutch-
man's. One of the men who used to

bully him was the big football back.
The other day he was rejected by
army doctors for a weak heart. And
some of those who hased him are

claiming exemption. Yes. indeed. it is
a great war.

A man with a variety, of beard
known as a "waterfall" strolled leis-
urely through a cross street down-
town. His whiskers and matted hair
gave every appearance of many days'
insulation from shears and soap. The
rest of his ensemble was in keeping
with his hirsute features.
He passed ruefully at the entrance

of the Biltmore. After a swift survey
of the externals of luxury he ambled
on. A block away he stopped at a

public pump for horses. He removed
coat and collar and began to wash
his heard while the traffic in all sides
stopped to Rare.
Then he used his hands as a wringer

for hair and heard, donned his coat.
looked up at the hotel with a smirk
of triumph and went on.

Down in the hot canyons of Wall
street the bankers and brokers are
lunching in their shirt sleeves. Even
the Bankers' Club has lifted the ban
during the torrid weather. It used to
be that Wall street made an event of
lUincheon. Most of them went to their
barbers to get Flicked up before lunch-
ing, but now they are so busy they
haven't time for the sartorial niceties.

A long step forward has been made
in the economic life of the theater
rlayers. To many the actor appears
to be PL favorite of fortune. but little
is known of the strurgle to get en-
gacrements and klern them.
The players and managers have

just signed an aszrement. Hereafter
there will he no unlimited rehearsal
without pay. After four weeks the
players will receive one half the
salary which their contracts call for
during the run of the piece.
Nor will there he anv half ray dur-

ing Christmas and Holy weeks: if
the piece runs, full salaries will be
paid. For the artora this new order
of things presents many reforms for
which they have been fighting for
years. Manv capable a- tors were

leAving the stage because they he-
iihvi that the system wnould even-

tually deprive them of a decent liv-
lng.

The death rate from wounds in
the war is less than one-half as
great as it was a year ago. Dr.
Jacques Blerlillion. medical statis-
tician in the French arm, declares
that by hardship and exposure the
men have become so toughened that
they can now stand twice as much
as they enuld last year. Then for-
ty-five out of every 1.01) wounded
died, while now less than twenty
succumb.
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